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Roland Straten, Republican Candidate for Congress in NJ’s 8th District

Paterson businessman Roland “Rollie” Straten was raised in Wayne, has lived in Montclair since 1969, and has run a successful small business in Paterson since 1971.

Rollie was born in 1941 in New York City. His parents had immigrated from Europe and survived The Great Depression. Like the crushing inflation that they had experienced in Europe following World War I, the Depression left a lasting impression but proved unable to quell their adopted American spirit of optimism. In 1947, his father started Associated Fire Protection in Paterson.
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By 1952, Rollie’s parents were able to acquire some land in Wayne where they built a small house. Rollie attended Wayne High School (now Wayne Valley) and excelled on the basketball court under Coach Gifford and on the track under Coach Ross. He went on to study at Duke University, where he earned a B.S. in mechanical engineering. He then served as an officer in the Navy aboard the USS PYRO stationed off the Vietnamese coast.

After being honorably discharged from the Navy, Rollie worked for the Foxboro Corporation in New York as a sales engineer and for the Union Camp Corporation in Wayne as a financial associate. He went on to earn an MBA from the Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth College and joined the family business, Associated Fire Protection.

Rollie became a licensed professional engineer, a licensed electrical contractor, and a certified fire protection contractor. He was an officer of the New Jersey Chapter of Fire Protection Engineers, served as President of the New Jersey Association of Fire Equipment Distributors, and served as a Commissioner on the New Jersey Fire Commission. During that time, he was instrumental in drafting and passing the New Jersey law that governed the licensing of fire protection contractors.

[image: image4.png]


In Paterson, he was an active member of the Paterson Rotary Club as well as the Paterson Education Fund. He also served as Chairman of the Paterson Chamber of Commerce, Chairman of the Paterson Economic Development Corporation, and Chairman of Memorial Day Nursery. He served on the Board of Directors of St. Josephs Hospital in Paterson.

Rollie has lived in Montclair with his wife, Susan since 1969. He raised three children and now has four grandchildren. Always actively involved in the community, he served as Scoutmaster for Boy Scout Troop 13 and as Vice-Chairman of the Montclair Redevelopment Agency. During the very difficult times of the early nineties, his skills were key in getting the Montclair affordable housing projects completed.

Rollie recently retired from Associated Fire Protection and passed the business on to his son in order to dedicate himself to studying the problems affecting the 8th Congressional District and to proposing and implementing effective solutions for them.

He stands for Smaller Smarter Government and is looking forward to representing the 8th Congressional District of New Jersey. Email him at rstraten@rolandstraten.com or get more info from RolandStraten.com.
The Key Issues

Jobs and the Economy
The government must allow private enterprise – especially small business – to flourish; not by more government spending, but by eliminating over-regulation and excessive taxation. Removing the shackles of government from businesses and allowing the free market to allocate capital and resources efficiently is the best way to create jobs and have an economy that benefits all of our citizens. We need Congressmen who have experience running a business and creating jobs.

Successful businessmen also know how to live within their means. In private industry you can’t just raise prices whenever you want; you’ll go out of business if you can’t control spending. We need that discipline in government as well. Career politicians have developed the habit of increasing taxes and our national debt rather than controlling spending. Our economy will collapse if they continue on this reckless course.

Healthcare:  Repeal and start over with free market principles
The only thing that can be done with Obamacare is to repeal it and start from scratch. We need health insurance reform that leaves decisions in the hands of doctors and patients, without government intervention.  Competition and choice will bring down the cost of healthcare, not price controls and rationed care.

We should expand the use of Medical Savings Accounts, to reconnect the patient and the doctor to the cost of healthcare and give them incentives to seek the lowest price. We need to allow people to purchase health insurance over state lines to increase competition. There is no better example of an industry that would benefit from the application of free market principles than healthcare.
Defend America: Protect us from our Enemies

Protecting the safety of Americans is the first job of government.  We need a Congress that will recognize the dangers of radical Islamic fundamentalism and act accordingly – which means preventing Iran from developing nuclear weapons by any means necessary; recognizing enemy combatants as terrorists, and not criminals to be tried in a New York City courtroom; and supporting our friends in Israel as they battle to protect their homeland.

We must support our intelligence agencies, while carefully balancing the protection of individual freedoms with the need to keep our citizens safe.


Develop a reasonable energy policy
We must keep the price of energy reasonable by increasing supply. We should pursue a multi-track solution – while continuing to use more traditional sources of energy in the most environmentally sensitive way possible, we should also continue to develop and promote renewable energy sources. All sources of energy must be on the table

Such a policy is not only a matter of economic self-preservation, but national security. Simply put, we put too much money in the pockets of those who wish us harm, and finance global terror with many of our oil dollars. 

The massive tax increase on energy (Cap and Trade) passed by Bill Pascrell and Nancy Pelosi will lead to more job losses and further damage our fragile economy.
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